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which the Bill was called for and each paying his quota,
the party broke up. I generally remained to pass an agree-
able hour or two with my fair Sally, and fair she literally
was, her hair being the lightest in colour I ever saw. She
was generally distinguished by the wits of the Thames,
with the name of " Silver Tail."

Our Club consisted of twenty, and was always well
attended; any member who absented himself, no matter
from what cause, on a club day forfeited half a crown,
which was put through a hole made in the lid of a box,
Kept under lock and key, and opened only once a year,
when the amount of forfeits was laid out in an extra din-
ner at the Red House, generally about the 20th of Decem-
ber, and consisting of venison and all sorts of dainties, the
liquors being claret and madeira, purchased for the occasion.
Besides our regular days, some of the members met every
evening during the summer months to have a little field
tennis. It was just a mile from Buckingham gate to the
Chelsea water works, from whence Burt's boat immediately
conveyed us across the water, being rowed by an extra-
ordinary man, who though born deaf and dumb, was the
quickest and most intelligent creature, and could make us
perfectly understand who were already arrived, having a
particular sign by which he distinguished each member.
This person went daily to Clare market, where he would
execute punctually every order, purchasing all that was
wanted as correctly as if he had not been deprived of the
faculties of speech and hearing. At the time I am now
speaking of, he was a stout well looking fellow of about
two or three and twenty, and as we all saw, a laborious and
useful servant.

The annual dinner I have above alluded to, took place
this year (1767) on the 19th of December, on which day I
rowed myself up to the Red House, got abominably drunk, as
did most of the party, and in spite of the remonstrances of
Burt and his wife, backed by Sally too, I, at two o'clock
in the morning staggered to my boat, which I literally
tumbled into3 and, without recollecting o:oe word of the